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OW I have got Rid 
of Dirt, and Turn’d 
off my Nafty Ob/er- 

yator, and ftruck his Name out of my Pa- 
er, wilt thou be Content, Honeft Conntry- 


(1) Rehearfal. 


man, to Converfe with me, in a Serious Man- 

ner; And let us Inquire into this Great Mat- 

ter of Gover mment, by fure Rules and Means, 

and yet not Exceeding a very ordinary Ca- 
1Yy- 

aie. 1 am Pleas’d with all my Heart, 
to Change my Adajter, I’m quite weary of 

Scandal, Ribbald:y, Prophanene/s—— and Dul- 

nes to Boot. That pretending to be a Vine 

dicator, can neither Fuftify what himfelf fets 

up, nor Arfiver to any Objections, otherwile 
than as you faid, like a Cukoo, The fame Nore 
always, the Power, the Original Power of the 
People !. Which having beenimade, firft,a Lye, 
as to Fat ; And then Ucter Nonfenfe and In- 
confiftency,; Aad laitly to the Subverfion of 
all Order and Government; And the Perpe- 
tual and even Neceffary DESTRUCPION of 
Mankind: No Anfwer has been Made, but as 
you fay, Cuckoo! Cuc'so! Repeating over the 
fame Word,— without Daring to Explain the 
Mearing of it, or Giving any fore of Selu- 
tion to the Arguments brought againtt it. 

Buc now, Maffer, that I have [ntifted my 
felf with thee, thou muft not Expe& that 
I fhould be other than a Country-man [lill. 
] may be /nform’d, as to fome things, but | 
cannot alter my Nuture, all of a Suddain. | 
muft be Blunt fill, chough thou fhalt find me 
always Hone/?. 

Rebearf. Thou fhale have Liberty for all 
the Bluxtnefs, that is, Plasnnefs thou hatt 
been Us’'d to. Bue I muft Bar any thing 
that Borders upon Prophane, or Feffing with 
Sacred things. In the next place, all 7 enden- 
cy towards what is Smutty or Ob/cene. And 
3dly, any Refieétions upon Particular Perfons, 


Concern not the Principles which we op- 
pofe.  - 
. »Country-m. AM thefe 1 agree to. And | 
‘Queftion whether this would not be call’d 
Spoiling of Converfation, among the Wirs and 
Beau Efprits, as they call themfelves, of the 
Firft, Second and Third FORME ? Not to name 
my tormer Dirty Mafter the Obfervaror, and 
the Reft of OU'R Scandalous Clubb , whofe 
Writings, if Examin’d by thefe Rules, wou’d 
be found not co have one Drachm of Senje, 
and as litcle of Wir in thems 

Bat fince you have Allow’d me to {peak 
Pléinly with you, Then | muft tell you, -whact 
Thoughts we have had of you. 


(2.) When you came firft into our Com- 
pany, we wereall Surpriz’d. You.came with | 


fhion. Yet it was not Quite in our Fafhion. 
For you kept within all the Rules you have 
now Given me. And thou often Reprov’it 
Us for our Broad Beaflinefs; for telling 
Slamderons Stories Of our Neighbour; but 
Moftly for our P» ophanene/s, and Felting with 
Holy things. That we Star’d at thee, and won- 
der’d what fort of Fellow we had Got a- 
rong Us, Or what Bofinefs thou had’ft with 

s. 

Then-we concluded thou wert a Fefuit- Be- 
canfe thou fpak’dft fometimes beyond Us. 
And woud’ft bring ina little of Argument now 
and then. Which we were not Us’d to. And 
then did ft flide from it again, when thou 
faw’it we were Tir’d with it; And conclude 
with fome merry Tz/e or other, that made Us 
Laugh,and fay thou wert good Company. 
Then at Us aga’n, and tother Touch at Are 
gument, but not too much at a time. Till at 
laft, we were willing to! hear thee more at 
Large. And thou explaind’ft things to Us, in 
fuch Familiar Comparifons, and fuited to our 
Capacity ; That I profefs we were Taken before 
we were Aware , and began to Argue thefe 
Points among our felves. And once aWeek thou 
Gav ft us fome new Help or other, which kept 
Us Warm. Thus we were Inienfibly drawn in 
to think ef things, that had never come into 
our Noddles bh fore, 

(3.) As for Example, I ProfefS I never had 
any other thought than that all Power and 
Government was from the People. For I don’t 
Read Zooks. And fay my Neighbours, What ! 
Don’t we Choofe Parliament- Men? And are 
they not call’d our Reprefentatives? Did Kings 
drop down from the Clouds BOOTED and 
SPURR’D: And were the People Born with 
SADDLES on their Backs, to be Ridto Death? 

But there thou Cam’ft in upon us, and 
haft fhew’d Plainly, as Plain as the Nofe 
on ones Face, that the Power of Voting for 
Parliament-Men; and the Limitation of the 
Free-holds, who thall Vore, and who not; and 
which Towns fhall fend Reprefentatives, and 
which not ; was never from the People, or 
ever cou’d be; but that all this was wholly 
and folely from the Crown. And that there 
can be no other Independent and Supream Po- 
wer in the Nation, but the Crown. From 
which all other and Subordinate Power ia the 
Kingdom is Deriv’d. And that to put 
the Supream or any Independent Power in 
the People, is to Overturn all Government. 
And canend in nothing but Cutting of Throats, 
to the Day of Fudgment! 

This thou-haft fhew’d, and Hammer’d it in- 


tous, till there is no Refifting of it. Till we 
| are all Silent,and none of us dare open his 


Mouth againtt ic? 
And thou haft made as great Fools of all 
our great Writers for Popular Goverment, of 








a Jeff with Us, as we fay, in our Conntry fa- 
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We cannot Itill Remain fo Ree to fée, 
that the Ob/ervator’s calling thee a Thoufand 
Wames is no-Anfwer. And chatic is only becaufe 
he,cannot A»/wer. | have ask’d him fevéral 
times, why he did not Anfiver to the Poinr, and 
fhew. when there was fuch an Independent State 
‘Of Mankind, and no Government tuxtheWorld? 
Then he Curfed thee by all) his} Gods. And 
Foaws’d at the Mou, fot an,Hour together, 
till his Odober fet him to Sleep. ce 
But 1 have ask'd others, men of Senfe and’ 
Learning. And they all fay, that it caffnor 
be fhew’d: That all—Aifories, as well’ the’ 
Prophane, as the Holy Sesptures, fhew no,7ime, 
when there was not Government in the World,} 
Buc chat this Independent {tate mult be, Sup-! 
gos’d, to Found the Orisinal of Power in t 
People. 
What! faid J, Suppos'd againlt Truth and: 
Fatt! This Openw’d my £yes BROAD! And 
faw Plainly, that all was Cheat and Trick! 
And that there was no need of great Lear- 
ning, or Depth of Underftanding, to come at 
the Bettom of this. 
2 The like Anjwer they gave me, as to the 
Baws. and Atts of Parliament you have Quo- 
ted, which Bar all Coercion upon the Crown. 
They: own’d they were Ads of Parliament 
and truly Quoted. That Acts of Parliament 
are the Laws of the Land. And thefle Ais 
Rill in Force, and not Repeal’d, and yet not 
the Law of ihe Land, as it now ftands. ' 
That is, faid 1, theyare Laws, and notLawi! 
you may make me BelieveTrans-Sub/fantiation, 
at this Rate! 
They faid, we got over thefe Laws, by 
recurring to the Original of Power in the Peo- 
ple.’ Which.is Superior to all Lams, 
. How ! Said I, by Recurring to that Or:- 
ginal which you only Suppofe;, and that againit 
both Truth and Fact! Here’s a Magazine in-; 
deed 1. To Slow up all Lams and Conftitutions, | 
and to make all Settlement. Impracticable to’ 
the World’s Ead! 
t. This eafily Convinced a Man even of my 
Capacity, to fee through all. thefe Schemes of 
| Popular Government...And that thofe who 
fet them up, are,truly what you call’d them 
Soasof Belzal, the Gommon Fpithet of Rebels 
fin. He Scripture, that is, they wou’d be Free 
from all Yoke or. Reftraint of Government what- 
foever. Which wou’d only: be a Freedom 
jof Defiroying one another, without End or 
Remedy.. Ot which Foland is a Lively exam- 
“ple, now before our Eyes. Not to come 
omearer flame. , 
Thus, Adafer, I have given you an Ac- 
count of myConverfion, from your Plain and 
Familiar, but Strong Reafons. 
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- A Tyrant mult Dye Or'Gydpmay. Men 

and Chango nis Adind) Gade oth 
Hearts of Kings are in, his hand and he ting 
them, as he pleafes. Thdt “he fends Gy 
ERINCES to a Good and Cheditnt PEOP EE 
| But {uffers others, Yoy cheir Stif) to.be:Ey 
Entreated through’ #yahes,. and Weabyiqng 
Foolifh PRINCES: Therefore, :ds ‘our mi 
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of Rebellion fays, Let us either Deferves 
| @ Good Prince fet-oveu5, or Bear fuch aig 
} deferves Te. is falfening: in Geq’s way, andy 


his hand, by him eps Sage s fe . 
Bat to Rebel againft - isp Rebellion agin 
‘God. * Atid Provokes h y Br lagu us Be 


and more. Togiveus up to.our own Inve, 
tions, the Afuguzeen Of Original Power. in the 
People. Which, if noe Reftrain’d by the, Gud 
wif of -God,-wou'd “Blow-up: the whole, Earth 
aud {et all Atunkind a Maffacring one another 
while there were but Two Men. left. All thi 
is che Natura! Confequence of ;that Princip, 
And if God fhou’d permit it to Prevaile Um 
verfally, the whole World wou'd be one Ard: 
dama. i 

Country-w1. Blefs us! You Fright. me! The 
Confequenceis Exceeding Plain, it, cowd bea 
otherwifer upon this Principle: Pray Ged de. 
liver us‘ from this Spirit of Belial.. And.4 
thofe that wou'd Di/poffefs him out of thy 
Country; which he has tura‘dinto,a Heep of 
Ruins before, upon: this fame! Préaceple.. .. 
all ypon Pretence of Lrberty:and Property! 
Men cou’d be fo Bewitcb’d! It looks reatly:li 
Poffeffion, for there iseno.Reafon in the Ca 
Our Lives and Libervies mult , always, be ig 
the Power of Some or Orberywhilethere is Ge- 
verniment. And of Every Body, when there is 
none!’ The Wrath of a: King-is-faid; to, 
like the Roaring of a Lien» But that of the Pee. 
ple is like the Roaring of the Sea. it is an Juanda: 
tion‘which'Sweeps allybefore it. And to Fly from 
the! King to Them, is running into the Ocean, 
for’ Fearofa little Riwuter,or to Hide us from 
a Shower of Rains leds Leaping aver a Precapige 
to avoid Stumbling- Block nae 







° 


‘ 
ios 


(5. ) Since therefore there is no Secagaty 
thac is Abfoluce upons‘Earth, and while we 
Live here, we smuit. expect to meet with Jn 
conveniencies ; 1am tully Goavinc’d, that che 
greatelt Security and Liberty of which A¢ankind 
is Capable, is, where the King is Abfolutly free 
from -all Coercion, either by Larliament or Peo- 


ple,and the Militia or Power of the Sword, ts | 


Wholly and Soly in the»Grown,;(for Power cafl- 
not be Divided,) and the King is Head and So- 
veraign of the Parliament, and not one oftheir 
Effates (which puts himnpon the Level-with 









(4. ).But ] have a word more, if you will 


them, makes him aSubje& and nota Soveraign) 




















give me.Leave, . For Reafon may be Convine'd, | accord ing to che 4éts of Parliament you have 
and yet Prejudice not Remov2d. What fhal] | Quoted,fudand ot Exprefsupon all chefePorts: 


we doin Cafe of Tyranny? For there have | And where the People accept of, their. Laws, as 
been 7yrants. inthe World. | Limit ations of Conceffier from the, Prince, Dut 


Rehearf. While Government is Adminifler'd |) NOt of, Coercion over him; forthat will bring 
by the Hands of A4en, there will be Adijcar- | in Belial, and all his Curfed Train: | fay, this 
riages, and Ineonveniencies, There’is no Abjc- is the greatelt Security of Government we Cah 
bite Security upon Earth. Therefore we muft | haveupon Earth. Aud by every Degree that 
Weigh-the Inconveniencies on, both fides. To | this Auhority is Leffin’dy our Security is Leffen’d 












cure, ythe Tyranay of a King, by fettiag up with it ;.and: a Door open’d to Confufion. - 
the, People, is fetting 10000 Tyrants over us, 
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n Reafon or any Scheme Or Frame of Government he can 


nthan the worft of the Devils. 
And befides, it"Adinits of no Remedy. We | 


i 


‘inftead of One. It “is Hell broke Loofe, worfe | afi 


Invent,, there can be greater Security than this, or fo 


( 6.) Rehearf. Y wilh End'withthis. -Tnat fetting 
de the Authority of Holy Scriptare, and the Anstefta- 
ion of our Laws to ail this; if any Mancan fhew, that 
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